








What Should You Look for in a School?

General advice and tips for choosing a school, including

information about zoning and enrolment schemes, are available

online at www.ero.govt.nz and www.teamup.co.nz

When You Visit

Some Questions to Ask

What is the school's overall philosophy? What are its
priorities? (You might like to read the school's charter to gain
a better idea of the philosophy and priorities of the school.)

What opportunities are there for parent involvement in
the school?

What is the school's philosophy regarding, and approach to
meeting, the needs of gifted students?

Is there a teacher or committee overseeing the education of
gifted students?

How are decisions made about which class each child is
allocated to?

My child has X and Y abilities - how could these abilities be
catered for?



Remember to consider more than the enrichment programmes
being offered - also look at what is happening for the rest of the
week in classrooms.

You can ask to be shown around and make a time to visit

classrooms. Get a “feel” for the school. Take note of the physical

environments and displays, the involvement of the children, the
variety of learning activities, the interactions between teachers
and children, what behaviours teachers are modelling, for
example, curiosity, enthusiasm, encouragement of thinking and
independence, and valuing of cultural diversity.
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