In conclusion, it should be emphasised that the best method
for identifying giftedness is a team approach that uses multiple
methods in a responsive environment. There are many people
who can be called on and many different strategies that can be
utilised to find out whether your child is gifted. However, as one
parent noted, identification must be kept in perspective:

Although I wasn’t 100 percent sure Anja was gifted, | had a
damn good inclination she was. For a period there, my life
became consumed with getting an official diagnosis to prove
| was right.

| read everything | could find on the subject, had meetings
with a string of teachers and psychologists, and frequently
found myself shedding tears of utter frustration. In the
end, when she was diagnosed as gifted, it was a bit of an
anticlimax! Although | don’t regret getting this diagnosis,
thinking back, it would probably have been

wiser to spend less time and energy chasing it

and more on learning about ways | could help

my daughter develop her talents.

Identification is a means to an end - the end being to provide
appropriate experiences matched to your child’s interests,
strengths, and needs. Regardless of whether or not your
child has been identified as gifted, they should be given plenty
of ongoing opportunities to have their abilities nurtured

and developed.
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www.tki.org.nz/r/assessment (This site provides a comprehensive view
of assessment procedures and tools used in New Zealand schools. It
has a parent section, where you can download a brochure [in seven
different languages] that explains up-to-date assessment tools such as
asTTle, exemplars, NCEA, and Assessment Resource Banks. Although
it deals with assessment in general rather than identifying giftedness in
particular, this is an excellent site and even has suggested assessment

questions for parents to ask their children and teachers.)

www.nzcer.org.nz/default.php?cPath=31_208 (The New Zealand Council
for Educational Research site contains information on many assessment
tools that are used in our schools.)






