




















The questions posed in this section have

think about centred on the challenges of parenting a

'. gifted child. This is because parents don't

tend to ask about the joys. While parents
may be well aware of the delights of parenting a gifted child, the
effort and energy required to meet ongoing challenges can
sometimes overshadow the positive aspects. Is this true for
you? If your answer is yes, sit down and make a list of all your
child’s strengths and the joys that parenting them has brought.

Your list might contain some of the following strengths, though
many more positives exist than are listed here:

e agreat sense of humour and a quick wit, which provides
hours of laughter and entertainment;

e aneagerness to learn, to solve problems, and to share discoveries
that excites and expands the knowledge of all those involved;

e an active imagination and a creative ability that result in the
production of wonderful creations;

e adelightin facing new challenges and achievements at a level
of excellence that is a source of pride to family members;

e an ability for clear self-expression and confident
communication with a wide range of people;

e emotional sensitivity and a deeply caring nature, which result
in placing a high value on helping others;

e asense of fairness, concern for social justice, and leadership
ability that have a beneficial influence on peers and siblings;

e task commitment and persistence that are simply awe-inspiring.




This list has been limited to eight points, but you may have noted many
more positives. Take a few moments now to reflect on these and to
celebrate the fact that you have a gifted child.

It seems appropriate to leave the last words in this section to two
parents of gifted children:

There are many joys in parenting gifted children. Many have

a deliciously sophisticated and wicked sense of humour, often
from a very young age. The ease with which many master a
variety of skills can be sheer inspiration and delight for those who
appreciate them ... The thought processes and creative methods
of approach to the most ordinary of tasks can be fascinating.
There can often be such enthusiasm and dedication to a topic

that interests them, that they seem totally absorbed by it.
Fraser, 2004, page 518

At three years old, Kate was making continuous ‘meowing’
noises, on and on. Dad said, “Kate, you meow once more,
and you're in trouble, capital T!" Kate hesitated for one

second, then let out a little bark!




to find Fraser, N. (2004). “Parenting”. In Gifted
\o"t more. and Talented: New Zealand Perspectives, ed.
D. McAlpine and R. Moltzen. Palmerston
North: Kanuka Grove Press.

Webb, J., Meckstroth, E, and Tolan, S. (1982). Guiding the Gifted
Child: A Practical Source for Parents and Teachers. Cheltenham,
Vic.: Hawker Brownlow Education. (This book has frequently
asked questions at the end of most chapters.)

www.tki.org.nz/r/gifted/interact/faq_riley/riley_faq_index_e.php
(This site contains frequently asked questions about the
education of gifted and talented students.)

www.tki.org.nz/r/gifted/talented/parents/experts_forum_e.php
(This site contains the archived answers to parents’ questions
posed to a panel of experts.)

If these sources do not provide answers to your questions, check
out the New Zealand Association for Gifted Children website
listed in appendix 1, which provides a forum for you to ask your

questions online.






