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• A single character followed by its English meaning is unrestricted; i.e. it can be combined 
with other characters in List One and /or Two; e.g. bú cuò.

• If the term “e.g.” precedes the compounds, other compounds of that character using 
characters from either list may be used.

• In the examination paper, any Chinese characters or compounds (vocabulary items) not 
included in Appendix One will be glossed (in Pinyin and English) above the relevant 
passage and underline in the text.

• Words in brackets are just root meanings.

No. Pinyin Characters English Compounds/Examples

1 bä eight

2 bà dad, father  dad, father

3 ba to indicate consultation, ! Let’s go!

suggestion, request or

recommendation.

4 bái white  daylight,

5 b≠i hundred  million

6 bän class, team, shift, e.g.  the Chinese class;

 go to work,

 finish work

 (bän zh≠ng) class representative

7 bàn half  half a day;

1:30

8 bàn do, manage  office
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9 bäng help, assist  help



10 bäo bag, bundle, wrap  school bag,

 red envelope

 bread

11 bÆi north  northern part/ regions;

 Beijing

12 bÆn mw for book(s)  five books (or copies)

13 bØ compare . She is taller than me.

Chinese is relatively easy to learn.

14 biän side, edge  beside;

 ...  ...  at the same time

15biàn/pián convenient, handy  (fängbiàn) convenient

(piányi) cheap

16 bié other, don’t other/s,

 not at all

17 bìng sick, ill  be ill, get sick

18 bù no, not  + verb/adjectives;

 don’t, don’t want

 don’t /doesn’t drink

 not hot

19 bù step  make progress,

 jogging

20 cái only then, just now

21 cài vegetable  vegetable market

to stir-fry vegetables
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 Chinese food



22 chá tea  tea house

 drink tea

23cháng/zh≠ng long  long hair

 The Great Wall

 (bän zh≠ng) class representative

24 cháng often  often, frequently

25 ch≠ng  place, site  market;

 airport;

 sports ground

26 chàng  sing  sing a song

27 ch≠o  stir fry  stir-fried vegetables

28 chë vehicle  bus stop;

 train station

29 chéng  become  finish;

 successful;

 adult

30 chéng city, town  city;

 downtown

31 chï eat  have a meal;

 take medicine

32 chü go or come out  go out, get out;

 be born;

 come out;

33 chù place  everywhere;

 advantage, benefit
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34 chuän wear, put on  wear clothes, put on clothes



35 chuáng bed  get up, get out of bed

36 chün spring  spring

37 cì order, sequence; time  twice

38 cóng from … …  from….to….

 in the past, before;

 always, at all times; all the time

. He never exercises.

.

She has never studied Chinese before.

39 d≠  strike, hit  play ball;

 make a phone call;

 open;

 work part time

 intend to, plan

40 dà/dài  big, large  everybody;

 university;

 (dàifu) doctor

41 dài take, bring . I’ll take you (there).

42 dàn  but  but, yet

43 däng work as, become  certainly, of course;

.

I want to be a teacher.

44 dào  way, path, road  know

45 dào  arrive, to go  arrive home

walk to school
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 found



46 de  particle; possessive particle

 big;

 new,

 my, mine;

 ours

47 dé/de/dÆi get; degree marker; . I got 100%.

have to .

My Mum cooks well.

. I have to go.

48 dì, de earth, land, soil; used place; 

49 dì  indicate ordinal number e.g.  first,

 second

50 dì younger brother  younger brother

51 di≠n o’clock, drop, dot (  ) a little bit;

 5 o’clock

 snack

52 diàn shop  store, shop

 book store

 hotel, high class restaurant

53 diàn electricity e.g.  telephone;

 TV;

 movie;

 trolley bus

54 dìng surely, definitely  certainly

55 diü lose  lose something;
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 lose face, be disgraced



56 döng  east  thing

57 döng winter  winter

58 dòng move  activity;

 animal;

 sports

59 döu all, (inclusive) . We all went.

60 duì correct, to  opposite;

 sorry

...  as far as ... is concerned

He is very nice to me.

61 duö more; how  many, a lot;

 many thanks;

 how;

 how much;

 how old;

 how long

62 è hungry, starve . I’m hungry.

63 ér e.g.  son

 daughter

 a while

64 ér … …  not only…but also…

65 èr two

66 fà/fä hair; depart, send  hair;

 set off

send letters
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67 fàn boiled rice, meal, food e.g.   have a meal;



 to cook;

 boiled/cooked rice;

 restaurant;

 hotel, high class restaurant

68 fäng square  convenient;

place

69 fàng put, place  finish school

70 fëi  extremely

71 fëi fly  airplane;

 airport

72 fën minute; cent (money) e.g.  five minutes;

( )25 cents

73 fëng wind

74 fü man  (dàifu) doctor,

75 fú clothes  clothes

 school uniform;

 service

 attendant

76 fù father  father;

 parents

77 gäi should  ought, should

78 gàn do, work What are you

doing? (Informal)

79 gäo tall, high e.g.  happy

80 gë song  sing a song
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81 gë older brother  older brother;



82 gè mw  three older brothers

83 gÆi give to e.g. Who gave it to you?

84 gèng even more  much more;

 much better

85 göng work e.g.  worker;

 work, job;

 work part time, casual work

86 göng  homework;

 successful

87 göng public e.g.  bus;

 park;

 kilogram;

 kilometre

88 gòng total e.g.  altogether;

same

89 guän shut  never mind;

 concerned about

 The shop is closed.

90 gu≠n certain service e.g.  restaurant;

establishment  library;

 embassy

91 guì expensive ? What is your surname? 

92 guó country e.g.  nation, country

 China
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93 gu∞ fruit  apple;

 if;

 fruit

94 guò particle indicating e.g.  in the past, go over;

completion.  come over

.I’ve been to China before.

95hái/huán  still, also, return things  So so;

 furthermore, also;

 or (as in an interrogative 

sentence);

 (huán shü) return book

96 hái child  child;

 boy

97 h≠i sea e.g.  Shanghai;

 overseas;

 beach

98 hàn  Chinese language;

 Chinese characters

99 h≠o  good, fine, easy to e.g.  good looking;

( ) fun;

 delicious;

 easy to learn;

100 hào number, date

101 hë drink  drink coke

102 hé  and; with  you and I/me

Chinese Level 3 vocabulary list 1 9

103 hÆn very  very good



104 hóng red  red

105 hòu behind e.g.  behind;

 day after tomorrow;

 later;

 after

106 hòu time  when;

...  when...,

? When ?

107 huä flower; to spend time e.g.  garden;

or money on  spend money ;

 spend time on;

108 huà speech, language  speak,

109 huài  bad; go off, break down e.g.  disadvantage;

 the milk has gone off;

the car has broken down

110 huän happy  like;

 welcome  

111 huí return  answer;

 go back;

 go home

112 huì can; able; be likely to e.g.  have a meeting;

 a little while

113 huó live  activity;

 life

114 hu∞  fire e.g.  train;
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 volcano



115 huò or (used in a statement)  or

116 jï machine  airplane

 opportunity

117 jØ  how many, several e.g. ? what time?

? How many?

? How old? (Used in asking 

children’s age 10 years or younger)

118 jØ self, oneself  oneself

119 jiä home, family, expert e.g.  writer;

 nation;

 musician

120 jiän room, mw e.g.  room;

 middle

121 jiàn  see e.g.  meet with;

 see;

 goodbye

122 jiàn mw for clothes  one jacket

123 jiào be called ... he is called…

124 jué/jiào feel, sleep  (juéde) feel, think

125 jié festival, holiday  Spring Festival;

 festival;

 season;

 programme

126 jiÆ  older sister  older sister;

 Miss, Ms.
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127 jiè borrow, lend  borrow money;

 lend it to him

128 jïn  present e.g.  today;

 this year

129 jìn  enter   come in;

  go in;

 please come in

130 jìn  near e.g.  very near

131 jïng  capital  Beijing;

 Nanjing;

 Tokyo

132 jïng via, by way of  return home via Beijing

 already;

 pass, go through, undergo

133 ji± long time e.g. . Long time no see.

 for how long?

 a long time

134 ji±  nine

135 jiù  only, just, then

136 jiù used, old, second hand  worn clothes

137 käi  open e.g.  boiled water;

 school/term starts

 drive a vehicle;

 happy
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When will the shop open?



138 kàn  look at; read e.g.  see;

 read a book;

 good looking

139 kÆ  may, can e.g.  can, may;

 but;

 possible

 coke

140 kè class; lesson e.g.  text;

 textbook;

 attend class/ Class begins.

 finish the class/ Class is over.

141 kè guest, visitor  guest;

Don’t mention it.

142 kòng empty, unoccupied  have free time

143 k∞u  mw for people, mouth .

There are 5 people in my family.

 population

144 kuài happy; fast; almost  run fast;

 happy

145 kuài  dollar; mw, a piece of  one dollar;

 a snack

146 lái  come; arrive ? Are you coming?

147 lán  orchid  orchid

 New Zealand

148 l≠o  old old people;
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 good friend;



 teacher

149 le  particle for new situation It’s raining.

or completion; past tense .

I’ve finished my homework.

He bought a new bag.

150 lÆng cold . It’s cold outside.

151 lí leave, from  leave, depart from;

...   far from….

152 lØ inside, in here;

 inside;

 in the park

153 lØ surname  luggage

154 li≠ng two; a couple  two people;

155 liù six

156 lù road  cross the road

157 mä mother  mother

158 m≠ horse  immediately

159 ma question particle ?  Are you going?

160 m≠i to buy  go shopping

161 mài sell all sold out

162 máng busy .  I’m busy.

163 máo hair except for human  wool;

head hair; wool;  woolen jumper

ten cents unit  40 cents
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164 me used as suffix e.g.  What?

 in that manner; then; so

?  How about it?

165 méi  have not e.g.  do not have;

 have no time

166 mÆi each, every  every day

167 mèi younger sister  younger sister

168 mén door, gate e.g.  entrance

169 men plural suffix for people  we,us

170 mí be lost;  fan of...  lose one’s way;

 ball game fan

171 mØ rice e.g.  cooked  rice

172 miàn side; flour, noodles  on the right

 bread

noodles

173 míng name  famous;

 name;

174 míng bright next year;

 tomorrow;

 understand

175 m± mother  mother;

 parents

176 mù programme

177 n≠ which  which student;

/  where
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178 nà that  over there



179 n≠i milk  milk

 grandmother

180 nán male  male, man;

( )  male student

181 nán south  southern part;

 Nanjing

182 ne question particle ?  What about you?

183 néng can, be able,  capable

be allowed to ? May/Can I watch TV?

184 nØ you

185 nián year  new year

next year

 last year

186 nín you (polite form)

187 niú cattle, ox  milk;

188 nπ female  daughter;

 girl friend;

( )  female student

189 pà be afraid, fear  not afraid

190 páng side  beside

191 pàng fat, plump (for people) . He is plump.

192 p≠o run  jogging

193 péng friend  friend

194 piào  pretty

195 piào ticket  buy a ticket
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196 píng common, usual e.g.  usual, generally;

 usually

 safe and sound

197 qï seven

198 qï period of time e.g.  week;

 Monday

199 qì air  get angry

200 qì  steam  vehicle, car, bus

201 qiän thousand  one thousand;

 must not

202 qián cash, money ? how much?

203 qián front, forward e.g.  in front of;

 before, formerly

 day before yesterday

204 qiÆ and also, but also …  not only…but also

205 qïn dear e.g.  mother;

 dear

206 qØng invite, please, request e.g.  May I ask…..? Excuse me...,

. 

He invited me to his home.

207 qiü autumn  autumn

208 qiú ball e.g.  soccer

209 qù go e.g.  go to school

  last year

210 quán whole, complete e.g.  the whole class;
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 the whole family



211 rán  then, after that, afterwards

212 ràng tell someone to do The doctor told him

something to drink more water.

 not allowed, to forbid

213 rè hot  hot water;

 hot dog

214 rén person, people  population

215 rèn know, identify  recognise, know

216 rì sun; day e.g.  day;

 date

217 róng  easy, easily

218 rú  for example

 if

219 sän three

220 sè colour e.g.  red;

 green

221 shän mountain, hill

222 shàng up, top, above e.g.  last month;

 last week;

 attend school;

 at work/go to work;

 early morning

 late morning

223 sh≠o little, few e.g.  how much?

224shéi/shuí who ? Who are you?
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225 shën body  body



226 shén e.g.  what?

227 shëng be born, give birth to e.g.  birthday;

 be born”

 angry;

 student;

 Mr; husband

228 shï teacher, master e.g.  teacher

229 shí ten

230 shí time e.g.  when;

....  when...;

 time;

231 shí know, knowledge  know

232 shì to be  this is…

233 shì vision  television;

234 shì market; city  food market;

 city;

235 sh∞u hand  cell phone

236 shü book e.g.  schoolbag;

 library;

237 shuØ water e.g.  fruit;

 boiled/hot water

238 shuö speak e.g.  talk;

 explain
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239 sï  meaning

 interesting

 boring

 embarrassed

240 sì four

241 sòng deliver, give,  deliver a meal;

see someone off;  give it to you (as a present)

 go to see one’s friends off

242 suï though, although  although…

243 suì year of age  two years old

244 su∞ mw; (place) e.g.  a school;

 toilet

… because (so....)

 therefore;

245 tä he

246 tä she

247 tài excessively, too ! Too expensive!

 wife, Mrs.

248 tØ body e.g.  body;

 sports, physical exercise

249 tiän sky e.g. /  everyday

250 tïng listen e.g.  hear;

 I heard;

 dictation
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251 tóng same e.g.  fellow students;

 agree

 at the same time;

252 tóu head  hair

253 tú picture  library,

 map

254 wài outside e.g.  outside;

 foreign country

 foreign language

 overseas

255 wán end, be over, finish  finished homework;

256 wán play, have fun  play, have fun;

257 w≠n late e.g.  evening;

 late;

 evening meal;

  a party

258 wàn ten thousand e.g.  30,000;

 million

259 wáng king (surname)

260 w≠ng in the direction of,  turn left

towards  go forward

261 wàng forget . I forgot.

262wéi/wèi for e.g.  because;

 why

in order to
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263 wén written language e.g.  Chinese;

 culture

264 wèn ask e.g.  send regards;

 ask the teacher;

 problem/question

265 w∞ I, me

266 w± five

267 w± noon e.g.  midday;

 lunch;

 afternoon

268 xï west   on the west side

269 xï  rest

270 xí practice  study, learn

271 xØ happy, joyful  like

272 xì department !  Never mind!

 the Chinese department

273 xià take off, next, later, e.g.  get off a bus;

finish, down, under,  next week;

fall (of rain, snow etc.)  next month;

 finish class;

 below, under;

 to rain, raining

274 xiän first ...  first...then;

Mr. Wang

275 xiàn present  now
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276 xi≠ng   • think  think it over, think about it

• suppose  ...  I suppose

• would like to ?

• miss Where would you like to go?

. I miss my Mum.

277 xi≠o small, young e.g.  primary school;

 child;

 be careful;

278 xiào school  school;

 school uniform;

 school bus

279 xië some, plural particle  several;

 these;

 those

280 xiÆ write  write character

 to write a letter

281 xiè thank . Thanks.

282 xïn new e.g.  new clothes

283 xïn heart  be careful;

 refreshments, snacks;

 happy

284 xìn letter  write a letter

285 xïng  star e.g.   week;

 ball game star;

 celebrity, movie star
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286 xíng Okay ? Is that OK?



287 xìng surname, family name ?  What is your surname?

288 xìng  happy

289 xiöng older brother  brothers

 siblings

290 xiü rest take a rest

291 xué study, learn e.g.  student;

 learn, study,

 begin the term, start of the term

292 xuÆ snow e.g.  snowing

293 yán language  language

294 yáng sheep  wool  

295 yàng e.g.  the same;

 like this;

? How about it? How is…?

296 yào want, must  if;

  don’t / don’t want

297 yé grandfather  paternal grandfather

298 yÆ also, too . I’m also a student.

299 yï clothes e.g.  clothes,

 coat, jacket

300 yï one e.g.  a little bit;

  altogether;

 the same;

 altogether;

 a little while;
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… …as soon as;



301 yí   (piányi) cheap

302 yØ already  already

303 yØ e.g.  before, formerly;

 after, later

 a month later

304 yì easy  easy

305 yì meaning, idea  meaning;

 interesting;

 business

 to agree

306 yïn cause  because, for

307 yïn sound  music

308 yïng should  ought, should

309 yïng  English

310 yíng greet, welcome  welcome

311 yòng use, with e.g.  useful

 to write with a pen

312 y∞u have, there is (are) e.g.  be famous;

 interesting,

... ... some…some....

313 y∞u friend  friend;

 friendly

314 yòu list several conditions … .…both…and…

or quality exist at the

same time
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315 yòu right  on the right



316 y± rain

317 y± language, word e.g.  Chinese language

 language

318 yuán Chinese unit of 

currency (dollar)

319 yuán park  park;

 garden

320 yu≠n far, distant e.g.  not far

321 yuè/lè music; happy  (yïnyuè )music;

 (kuàilè )happy;

322 yuè month; moon  May

323 yùn  motion, movement;  sports;

luck ! Good luck!

324 zài again, once more, then  e.g.  goodbye

325 zài in, at e.g.   at school

326 z≠o early e.g.  early morning;

 breakfast;

327 zÆn (why, what, how) how;

? How about it?

328 zhàn bus stop;  station, stop, depot

329 zhäng mw, surname  Miss Zhang

330 zh≠o look for; give change  look for a job

. Here is the $5 change.

331 zhè this e.g.  recently;

 these
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332 zhën really e.g.  really good;



333 zhèng in the process of doing  is on the phone,

something

334 zhï know  know, realise

335 zhï/zhØ mw; only  two sheep;

only have;

can only,

only like

He only wrote one character.

336 zhöng time, o’clock  three o’clock

337 zhöng middle e.g.  middle;

 midday;

 college, high school;

Chinese (language);

China;

338 zhù live, reside

339 zhù wish e.g. ! Regards!

! Good luck!

 Happy birthday!

340 zhù  assist  help

341 zØ son, child e.g.  son

 child,

342 zì character, word  write character

343 zì  oneself e.g.  bicycle;

 oneself
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344 z∞u walk; go; be off, leave  walk outside



345 zú foot  football

346 zuì most e.g.  recently;

 last, lastly

... you’d better...

347 zuó yesterday  yesterday

348 zu∞ left /  left side

349 zuò make, do  do the cooking, prepare a meal;

 do home work

350 zuò sit e.g.  take a bus, by bus;
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 please sit down.


